To:  Press[Press@epa.gov];  EOC  Public  lnformation[EOC_Public_lnformation@epa.gov] 

Cc:  McClain-Vanderpool,  Lisa[Mcclain-Vanderpool. Lisa@epa.gov] 

From:  Laura  Jenkins 

Sent:  Fri  8/14/2015  10:50:32  PM 

Subject:  JIC/EOC  ACTION:  FOX  NEWS:  ASAP 

removed  ,M 


Jessica  Rosenthal  of  Fox  News  needs  someone  to  walk  her  through  our  last  press  release 
(below)  and  explain  it  to  her  in  plain  English.  She  is  past  her  deadline  and  asked  to  speak  with 
someone  ASAP. 


She  can  be  reached  at:  310-571-2047  or  310-571-20000. 


Laura  Jenkins 
Media  Officer 
USEPA-Region  8 
1595  Wynkoop  St. 
Mailcode:  8-OC 
Denver,  CO  80202 
Landline:  303-312-6256 
Cell:  202-360-8453 
Fax:  303-312-6961 


EPA  Statement  on  Sediment  Data 
Collected  in  the  Animas  River  from 
Bakers  Bridge  to  North  of  Durango 


August  14,  2015:  The  EPA  sediment  samples  collected  in  the  Animas  River  from  Bakers  Bridge 
to  north  of  Durango  have  been  validated.  EPA  has  done  a review  of  the  data  which  included  a 
comparison  to  background  to  determine  if  the  metal  concentrations  are  consistent  with  pre- 
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incident  levels. 


Metal  results  that  exceeded  pre-incident  levels  were  subsequently  compared  to  risk-based 
screening  levels.  These  results  indicate  that  minor  exceedances  of  background  concentrations 
were  observed  for  antimony,  lead,  silver,  thallium. 

However,  comparison  to  risk-based  screening  values  found  these  exceedances  to  below  risk 
screening  levels.  The  review  and  interpretation  of  these  data  was  a collaborative  effort  that 
included  state  and  local  members  of  the  unified  command. 

Sample  date  Aug.  11,  2015. 
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